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Village of Beiseker 
Municipal Development Plan 
Review and Update 
2026-2027
1. Authority
Section 632(1) of the Municipal Government Act (MGA) requires a municipality to prepare and adopt a Municipal Development Plan (MDP) to guide the long-term use and development of land within the municipality. The MDP is a visionary document, with a long-term focus. The MDP creates the framework for regulations in the Land Use Bylaw (LUB) and other municipal documents related to planning and engineering. As a statutory plan, the municipality is required to follow its policy statements in the MDP when making any planning and development decisions. The LUB is important for development authorities to make decisions on development permits and subdivision applications on a day-to-day basis. Section 640(1) of the MGA requires a municipality to adopt a Land Use Bylaw. 
It is important for municipalities to ensure that the MDP and LUB are reviewed and updated regularly to remain current. As MDP goals and objectives are achieved, or when the direction or framework of planning principles change, municipalities should revise their MDPs to ensure alignment, clarity, and effective implementation. To ensure consistency, the LUB is generally updated following or concurrent with the adoption of a new MDP. 
The authority of a municipal Council to adopt, amend, or repeal an MDP or LUB is established in the MGA, specifically sections 191 and 632. Section 191 also provides Council with the authority to amend or repeal a bylaw when deemed necessary to reflect changing community needs, updated technical information, or shifting municipal priorities.
This Terms of Reference not only defines the process for preparing the new MDP and the anticipated outcome, but it also outlines how the Village and PRMS will work together.
2. Background
The Village of Beiseker adopted its current Municipal Development Plan Bylaw 02-2013 in 2013. The MDP Part C Implementation states that the MDP should be reviewed on a periodic basis to ensure that its objective and policies reflect the current desires of Council regarding the growth of Beiseker. In addition, Municipal Affairs reviewed the Village’s MDP and indicated that it was deficient in meeting the MGA, specifically statements regarding agriculture. 
The Village’s Land Use Bylaw 2019-04 (LUB) was adopted in 2019 and is more current. A review of the LUB will commence following the adoption of the new MDP. 
3. Purpose of Project
The purpose of this project is to review and replace the Village of Beiseker MDP. This will include work towards replacing the Beiseker MDP to ensure it is visionary, goal and objective-oriented that encourages development that meets the Village’s needs. The MDP will also be updated to meet the requirements of the MGA. 
4. Project Team
The project will be led by Palliser Regional Municipal Services (PRMS) with assistance and direction from Village of Beiseker staff members.
	PRMS

	Tracy Woitenko 
	Senior Planner
	Planning/Project Lead

	Elliot Hall
	Geographic Information Systems Coordinator 
	Mapping and GIS

	Village of Beiseker

	Gail Peckham
	Chief Administrative Officer
	Administration Lead



5. Roles and Responsibilities
A. PRMS
PRMS will be responsible for preparing all written materials, including draft plans and bylaws for review by Administration. PRMS will also prepare all materials for the open house/survey and bylaw approval processes. PRMS will prepare all maps and graphics.
B. Village Administration
The Village of Beiseker Administration will be responsible for providing direction to PRMS for all project-related items. The Administration will also review all documents and provide comments to PRMS, including all bylaws. The Village will be responsible for distributing or publishing all notices related to the project, including open houses and public hearings on the website, the newspaper and other applicable formats. 
C. Village Council/MPC
The Village Council will be responsible for approval of all planning documents by bylaw. This includes three readings of a bylaw and a public hearing. The Municipal Planning Commission will also be included in reviewing and providing comments on drafts of the new MDP and LUB.
6. Stakeholders
Stakeholders will be involved at various stages throughout the MDP process. These stakeholders may include:
A. Adjacent Municipalities
Rockyview County will be consulted or circulated notices as required.
B. Beiseker Landowners, Residents and Business Owners
Landowners, residents and business owners in Beiseker will be invited to provide input throughout the MDP review process as outlined in the Communications & Engagement Plan. A formal public hearing will also be held prior to second reading to allow affected persons to have the opportunity to express their concerns to the Village Council.
C. Schools
The Rocky View School Division will be notified of the MDP review and will be encouraged to provide feedback to the Village.
7. Project Scope
The scope of the project will include:
A. Replacing the Municipal Development Plan with a focus on:
· Including relevant background information to provide context and to inform MDP policies
· ensuring the MDP is visionary and goal/objective oriented
· providing clarity and consistency of terminology 
· deleting content that is better suited to the LUB, or is provincial legislation
· reviewing future land uses and the planning process
· updating information regarding infrastructure and future growth.

8. Timeline
	Task
	
	Anticipated Date

	Terms of Reference Information/Adoption
	Regular meeting of Council
	August 10, 2026

	Prepare MDP, review with Administration
	Virtual meetings
	August – November 2026

	Presentation and Discussion: Draft MDP 
	Municipal Planning Commission Workshop
	November – December 2026

	Public engagement
	Open House, surveys
	December 2026 - January 2027

	Bylaw approval process
	Regular or Special meetings of Council
	First reading in February/March 2027
Third reading by May 1, 2027
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